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Those who have studied the speeches of Frcihcrr von Papen will
not have much difficulty in tracing the reviser of it. It was thin
fare for the nation, which could have refuted its assertions and
could not but doubt its promises. It was not the manifesto of
a conqueror or a hero; it was the manifesto of a party boss who
drew his phraseology from—Moscow.
The month that followed was a month of excitement and con-
fusion. Apart altogether from the "illegalities" that succeeded
one another in ever increasing rapidity the great issue was too
plain now for even a democratic politician to misunderstand; there
was plenty of loose talk, but there was more solid political thinking
done in Germany in those four weeks than in the whole of the
last three years. It was belated; it was not universal; but it con-
ferred a certain dignity on the Republic's passing.
There were two practical issues, a major and a minor. The first
was: would the government get a majority; and the second was:
would the National Socialists get their 51 per cent. It: was the
latter that caused all the anxiety on the Right. Here once again
Papen tried to play the honest broker. Here was the government
of national concentration., but the national front refused ob-
stinately to concentrate itself. Papen's idea was for the govern-
ment parties to drop all their individual titles in favour of a single
new title, or if that was impossible at least to fight as a great
national bloc and not run separate lists. That would indicate that,
as far as the government parties were concerned, the party system
was at an end. If a "national bloc" got a majority the cabinet was
safe; if there was no "national bloc" and the National Socialists
got a majority it was all up with the cabinet, and the national
concentration as well. Did he get a mere fraction over 50 per
cent of the votes, Hitler would become the stoutest adherent
in Germany of the party system; unless the President were
prepared to fight, the only constitutional course would be a
National Socialist cabinet and in Papen's view that would be a
disaster both from the internal and the foreign political point
of view; still more from the "national" point of view. He had
been all over that dangerous ground before and he had reason
to fear that he might have to go over it again for he could get

